








The person moves thru the world and
is moved by the need to communicate.
It is not surprising that in his first
book of non-concrete poetry the
concerns of bpNichol centre around
communication and the presence of
or lack of it in relationships.

bpNichol was born in Vancouver in
1944, Leaving there when he was
three he returned from ages 15 to 19
having lived in various western cities
in between. Now living in Toronto he
has worked variously as an odd-job
man, a school teacher, a library
assistant and is at present working in
the field of psycho-therapy. He has
published concrete and non-concrete
poetry in magazines in Canada, the
U.S., England, Belgium, France, Ger-
many and Czechoslovakia, was the
Canadian poet in German typographer
Hansjorg Mayer’s historic anthology
‘Concrete Poetry: Britain Canada
United States’, co-edits with David
Aylward the magazine Ganglia,

has had poem-objects in exhibitions
in England and Spain, and was one of
seventeen poets in Raymond Souster’s
controversial ‘New Wave Canada’
anthology.

This book arose out of physical and
mental journeys in and between Van-
couver, Winnipeg and Toronto.

It is the quiet side that New Wave
Canada’ hinted at— a man writing
out of periods of intense pain and
change in his life. It is not the side that
Ganglia has shown but rather the side
that his friend Dave Phillips spoke of
in a poem written to him—
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old enough to have
old friends

no longer
wonderful out of
necessity’




A letter from Margaret Avison

Dear bpn

T'he range of simple terms finds a sure place in language -
salt water and tap water, beach fire and astronnrical fire
and living energy, space framed and leaking and hollow-
mg and flowing down transcontinental RRtracks, lives
finding singular form in an infolding and opening-out
whole.

Can there be mime in words? - vour poem comes to

that: magnetic flow of force; speaking that does not dis-
tance a person who hears; giving and never guimg
anything away.
[ l1ke a cup, cupped hands - (& other sequences like that,
with other terms). T he ocean-wash under the onflowing
of the poem is exciting - e.g.the part where the poignantly
present is found, on a round earth, with the journey fall-
mg away eastward and the westcoast's leaves falling
oceanwards, out of time - and right after that, the poem
of Canadian absence “against the west wall called ocean”,
all a depressed placeless place. “Is” and ‘is not” come
clear, which I found heartening indeed.

thanks.

Margaret
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who started the last leg
a beginning |
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bury our faces in each other
tasting flesh in mouth
gathering warmth
possessing each other

as a way of loving

we are too near the sea
we hear the gulls cry
CArs pass: <.
the horns of ships
and cry -

- to see the moss grown

throw. windows open

to night - to kneel  to pray
~hands on each other
“pressing body into body

- some sort of liturgy -

“hear the sea the bells

the seund of people passing
voices drifting up

and cold winds come

to chill our naked hearts

love is some sort of fire
come to warm us

fill our bodies

all in these motions
flowing into each other
in despair - the room -
one narrow world
that might be anywhere
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up on the mountain
air is
and sky -
hot summer day
three thousand feet above sea level
- looking over Vancouver
blue
I
the colour you notice

"I always think within myself
that there is no place
where people do not die”
—Kwakiutl song

scramble up

over charred wood stumps
foot slips

then catches

in a forking branch

sit to catch my breath,
the tree

a hundred years old
before it fell

watch the ferry,
one last puff of blue,

disappearing

- in the strait
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looking out

far over
mount rainier
& the sea |

the 1slands
distorted

at this distance

by the heat

waves breaking
faint sounds

of voices

far below
moving over the bridge
into the city

birds
circle round the ships
rise
& plunge
visible only
as clouds

sun on water,
hand on a hollowed stump,
sea calm, mountain
under my feet
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prairie, lakes, trees,
the whole world
falling behind

track
swinging away

rear platform
trans-continental

lakes, trees, rivers
dragging the eyes along

- sun setting
mind breaking

drawing back
fragments
into the brain
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now the sea
brings in
its changes

the bells

sundays
ring

a strangeness
takes the heart
to windows

air  air

wherever
the sea moves
wherever

the sun
shines

- or reaches.

the eyes

follow
follbwing

from the chair

seated
watching

the boéts

-, Move
_ringing

the changes

‘the finger

traces

to bring

- the strangeness
‘thru "
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OTHER COACH HOUSE BOOKS:

The LSD Leacock, Joe Rosenblatt
illustrated with 20 drawings by R. Daigneault,
52 pages, $2.50

New Wings For Icarus, Henry Beissel
illustrated with 10 three colour lithographs of
drawings by Norman Yates, 48 pages, $2.50

The Dream Outside, Dave Phillips
32 page chap book, 1.25

Chambers

John Chambers interviewed by Ross Woodman
The first of a series of books on canadian art.
24 pages, 9 reproductions of paintings. $1.25

Forthcoming:

Kenkyusha, Victor Coleman
Timescapes, David Aylward

The Dainty Monsters, Michael Ondaatje

Baseball, George Bowering

write for announcements of these and
other Coach House Books:

The Coach House Press
317 (rear) Bathurst St., Toronto 2B, Canada
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